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Stand Up For Animals (SUFA) is making a difference AND so can YOU!
SUFA is an independent, 501(c) 3 non-profit organization, with a Board of Directors and operates separately from the Westerly Animal 
Shelter. We are pleased to announce that we recently celebrated 10 years of opening our doors at 33 Larry Hirsch Lane in Westerly.  
We continue to stay true to our mission, which is to support the needs of our state-of-the-art animal shelter, adoption center and regional 
outreach facility to promote the health and welfare of lost or abandoned pets and to educate and assist those who care for them.

Dear Animal Lover,
Meet some of our furry friends that are the reasons why we do what we do. They are 

examples of how we make every effort to keep animals in their homes, and provide 

resources to help these animals and their families. When deciding on an organization 

for your year-end gift, please consider Stand Up For Animals. With your help, more 

animals can receive the individualized care they deserve, and benefit from a safe and 

comfortable shelter environment. 

“When we brought Kai home, she didn’t get along with the 4 cats we had. She wasn’t 

aggressive, she just chased them, pounced on them … trying to play. She was very 

jumpy and liked to playfully bite, had lots of negative energy but was a wonderful dog. 

I thought maybe she needed to be rehomed with someone who could devote time for 

training so I decided to reach out to Stand up for Animals. They put me in touch with 

their dog handlers who immediately started working with Kai … WOW! I’m so glad I 

decided to give my beautiful girl a chance instead of just giving up. Thank you and  

God Bless!!!”  –Sheila M.

“Jun-Chi needed dental work but the cost was unaffordable … Your organization is a blessing from God and so important, 

without your help many animals would not survive … the animals are the ones who will suffer and end up dying … and 

there will be many broken hearts among the elderly from the loss of their pets and best friends.” –Elizabeth S.

SUFA is proud to have celebrated our 10th Anniversary this past August at our beautiful facility on Larry Hirsch Lane in 

Westerly, RI. We are grateful we can contribute to keeping animals healthy while they wait for forever homes. How do we do 

that?  WE DO THAT BECAUSE OF YOU!  Because of donors like you, we’ve installed additional heaters in the dog runs and 

isolation area to provide greater comfort in the cold months. We’ve added a gated area around the Animal Control Officer’s 

parking area to prevent an animal from escaping and running into the road. We’ve added pavilions in all of the dog park 

enclosures to provide shade. We’ve installed cat portals that turn two cages into one larger one, giving the cats more living 

space while they’re waiting for their new families. We also added a TV in the cat sanctuary, so they have entertainment 

watching birds, squirrels, frogs …

We are in existence today because a group of private citizens had a vision to end animal cruelty and suffering while leaving 

a legacy; “a paw print on your heart.” Our legacy for SUFA is to be remembered for “creating a place where animals are 

treated with compassion and dignity” and we are well on our way! We’ve accomplished many wonderful things but we can’t 

slow down because there is still a lot of work to do! Improvements include enhancing our Community Outreach Program 

which includes our education and medical assistance programs and also making improvements to the cat and dog sections 

of the shelter. The list is endless and YOUR donation CAN help! It will help us keep the momentum going as we continue 

with our legacy of saving lives, keeping animals healthy and improving their confidence. Join us as we help animals, continue 

educating future pet owners, and provide shelter animals with the best possible chance of finding their forever home. With 

your help we can accomplish all of these things and more, so I kindly ask you, what legacy do you want to leave for this 

world? Please consider making Stand Up For Animals part of your legacy so your precious values live on.

With Love and Friendship, 

Lina Carreiro O’Leary

President

PS – Remember, you are our best partner in advocating for lost and 

abandoned animals. Please give now so we can continue to improve 

our facility, hire professional animal behaviorists and provide even more 

community support to help keep animals with their families. You can learn 

more about Stand Up For Animals by visiting our web site at  

www.standupforanimals.org or by following us on Facebook and Instagram.
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We are very excited to announce that we are once again partnering with Jane Deming of J G Deming & 
Associates, to bring FREE Humane Education presentations, courtesy of SUFA, to classrooms in Westerly, 
Richmond, Charlestown, Hopkinton, New Shoreham, Stonington, North Stonington, and summer 
camps with Stonington Human Services and the Westerly Public Library. Our classroom presentations 
are designed to be age/grade appropriate and they are offered for elementary and middles schools. 
During 2019 we will have reached over 1,300 students in all grade levels to include high school students.
This wonderful opportunity is made possible by fundraising efforts, community donations and acquiring 
grant funds, as we at SUFA believe in the incredible value of teaching children the character traits of 
kindness, responsibility, respect, trustworthiness and citizenship though animal related topics. We present 
each program in a classroom setting and provide follow-up materials especially prepared for the teacher, 
plus important local resources, and activity sheets. We are already booking into next year so if you are 
an educator and would like to learn more about our educational programs please send Deb Turrisi an 
email at debturrisi@standupforanimals.org or give her a call at (401) 580-5312.

Humane Education in the Classroom  

We Appreciate Your Continued Support! 
Thank You – Thank You – Thank You!!  In addition to 
our charitable events that you graciously support, many 
organizations and individuals host events and fundraisers 
throughout the year to support our cause – from holding 
pet donation drives, to very compassionate children 
generously asking for pet supplies instead of birthday 
presents in support of the shelter animals!  We are humbled 
by everyone’s consideration and highlighted here are just 
some of this year’s successes.
These events generate over $53,500 for SUFA  
and we thank you!

Because of You We’re Doing Amazing Work! 
Stand Up For Animals relies strictly on donations, grants and fundraising efforts. We appreciate any monthly contribution and 
every amount DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE. By donating as little as $20.00 per month, less than $0.75 per day, you will help us 
maintain a steady flow of income to support our mission. 

$90 
Contributes to the  
cost of having a cat 
spayed/neutered. 

$100 
Allows us to bring  
in professional dog 
trainers to work  
with and exercise  
our shelter dogs. 

$125 
Contributes to the  
cost of hosting an 
education class for  
local school aged 

children. 

$150 
Contributes to the  
cost of having a dog  

spayed/neutered. 

$250+ 
Will provide our cats 

and dogs with the 
opportunity to work with 

an animal behaviorist 
to properly assess the 

animals’ behavior. 

Celebrating Our Accomplishments
Because of our generous community members like yourself we can continue to:
• Improve our dog park; installed a new sprinkler system and added shade pavilions. 
• Educate the community – targeted to reach over 1,300 future pet owners at the elementary and middle school level on responsible 

pet ownership for 2019. We also offer a SUFA sponsored summer camp program through the Ocean Community YMCA.
• Provide Martingale Collars for the Super Dog Adoption Days and to the shelter dogs adopted through the Westerly Animal Shelter; 

over 550 Martingale Collars were donated in 2018 and 2019, totaling just over $4,000. 
• Support our local community (Stonington, Westerly and surrounding towns) with emergency medical pet care through the Chariho-

Westerly Animal Rescue Committee. Last year, we contributed over $18,000 in pet medical emergencies for local community 
families that needed help. In addition, we also participate in a catch, spay/neuter release program for feral cats plus we provide dry 
and wet cat food for many feral cat colonies in the area.

• Partner with Dr. John Turco and the Westerly Animal Shelter in offering a low-cost clinic that’s open to the community every Thursday 
by appointment. The clinic offers services such as annual exams, vaccinations, heart-worm testing, dental cleaning, and spay and 
neutering. For more information on the clinic or to schedule an appointment, please visit: www.westerlyri.gov/347/Wellness-Clinic. 

 15th Annual Pins for Pets 
Bowlathon
 3rd Annual Scavenger Hunt
 Sea Glass Event
 Tails and Trails Summer Camp
 The Andrea – Dine to Donate
 Paddy’s Beach Gives Back 
Fundraiser 
 17th Annual Golf Tournament
 Pet Calendar Proceeds 
 Paw Hallows Eve – Grey Sail Brewing
 John Speziale & Friends Rock-n-
Roll Christmas Party
 Pictures with Santa – Agway
 Savoy Bookshop & Café – Book 
Signings

 Holiday Bazaar
 Corn Hole Tournament – Chris 
Amaral and Jennifer Beauregard 
 Modern Barber Shave Customer 
Appreciation Day
 Olde Tyme Fair Booth 
 Touchstone Jewelry – Paw Print 
Necklace – Andrea Silvestri and 
Lori Devine
 Pet Photo Shoot – Rebecca 
Belanger of RMG Photography
 Pennies for Pets (VCA Turco 
Animal Hospital)
 Coin Bank Locations
 Blessing of the Animals – The 
McKendree Family


